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Close  to  my  heart  I fold  each 
lovely  thing 

The  sweet  day  yields;  and,  not 
disconsolate. 

With  the  calm  patience  of  the  woods 
I wait 

For  leaf  and  blossom  when  God  gives 
us  Spring! 

— John  Qreenleaf  Whittier, 
from  "A  Day ,"  Stanza  6 
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Editorial 

“Equipping  for  Ministry” 

“We  do  believe  and  affirm  that  some  are 
more  particularly  called  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry  ...  there  is  something  more 
incumbent  upon  them  in  that  respect  than 
upon  every  common  believer.” 

— Robert  Barclay  from  his  Apology  (Book  10 
Article  26,  1678.) 

Ted  Hoare  in  an  article,  “Yes,  Minister?”  (The 
Friend,  7 Dec.  1990)  reports  that  there  is  increasing 
demand  in  London  Yearly  Meeting  for  the  nurture  of 
the  spiritual  life.  During  the  1990  “Equipping  for 
Ministry”  conference,  serious  proposals  were  explored 
for  the  creation  of  a new  structure  within  the 
Religious  Society  which  would  meet  such  demand. 

“The  call  to  ministry  was  considered  to  be  a 
vocation,  something  laid  upon  a Friend  until  such 
time  as  a release  from  it  was  given  by  the  same  Spirit. 
It  was  never  an  easy  responsiblity  to  accept.  As  an 
American  Friend,  David  Castle,  has  written:  ‘Ministry 
is  Spirit  at  work,  and  is  nurtured  by  having  a workable 
understanding  of  Spirit  ...  Ministry  is  matured  and 
motivated  by  the  servant  in  each  of  us.’ 

“ — Tony  Brown  saw  his  paper  [presented  to  the 
“Equipping  for  Ministry”  conference]  as  inviting  us  to 
explore  the  fact  that  there  are  people  in  London 
Yearly  Meeting  who  are  ‘imbued  with  a sense  of 
vocation,  and  a deep  frustration  at  not  knowing  how 
to  go  forward  with  it.’ 

“ — Today,  many  Eiders  express  the  need  for 
support  in  the  discharge  of  the  prime  responsibility 
laid  upon  them  by  Church  Government,  that  of 
guiding  members  toward  a deeper  experience  of 
worship.” 

“The  Nurture  of  Our  Spiritual  Resources,”  a report 
prepared  by  a London  Yearly  Meeting  committee  in 
1954  proposed  an  active  fellowship  of  ministry  which 
would  be  composed  of  Friends  who  would  make  a 
definite  commitment  for  service  in  education  or 
spiritual  guidance  with  renewal  each  year.  This  was 
not,  the  committee  stated,  to  be  a “separated  ministry, 


but  merely  the  means  of  deepening  and  enriching 
ministry  from  whatever  source,  so  that  any  Friend  to 
whom  the  ‘word  of  wisdom’  [spiritual  guidance]  or  the 
‘word  of  knowledge’  [education]  is  given  should  be 
used  to  the  full  by  ‘that  self-same  spirit.’” 

Such  ministers  would  be  identified  by  Monthly 
Meetings  through  clearness  committee  processes  and 
names  would  be  forwarded  to  regional  meetings  for 
approval.  These  Friends  could  be  called  upon  as 
resources  throughout  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Ted  Hoare  commented  that  many  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  1954  report  had  not  been  acted 
upon  due  to  a reluctance  by  Friends  at  that  time  to 
record  any  ministers,  a practice,  open  to  some  abuse, 
laid  down  in  1924.  However,  the  structures  and 
functions  suggested  for  naming  such  a panel  of 
available  and  committed  ministers  are  quite  different 
from  the  earlier  functions  and  responsiblities  of 
recorded  ministers.  Teaching,  spiritual  guidance  and 
consultation  are  recognized  now  by  British  Friends  as 
means  for  a way  forward  in  the  much- needed 
development  of  ministry  and  the  nurture  of  ministers. 

American  Friends,  aware  of  these  same  needs 
among  us,  might  well  consider  these  proposals  in 
depth  as  they  are  currently  under  discussion  in 
London  Yearly  Meeting. 

A travelling  ministry,  one  of  the  oldest  ministries 
among  Friends,  is  underwritten  by  Pacific,  North 
Pacific  and  Intermountain  Yearly  Meetings  as  the 
“Brinton  Visitor”  program  currently  in  progress.  We 
publish  here  an  address  by  Brinton  Visitor  Clare 
Sinclair  as  a way  of  introducing  her  ministry. 

Shirley  Ruth 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


APRIL  1991  — PAGE  123 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 
(USPS  859-220) 

622  - 47th  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
Telephone:  (415)  387-5846 
Shirley  Ruth,  Editor 
Book  Review  Editor 

Sonda  Beal,  814  Stannage  Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94706 
Corresponding  Editors 

Constance  Brown,  NPYM,  35401-3  Row  River  Rd.,  Cottage  Grove, 
OR  97424 

Jim  Ray,  IMYM,  S.  Ivanhoe  PI.,  Denver,  CO  80222 
Marie  Clark,  IMYM,  6511  W.  Alice  #98,  Glendale,  AZ  85302 
Marie  Godfrey,  IMYM,  523  Valley  View  Dr.,  Richfield,  UT  84701 
Jean  Roath,  IMYM,  1018  Rocky  Rd.,  Socorro,  NM  87801 

The  official  organ  of  news  and  opinion  of  Pacific,  North  Pacific  and 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meetings  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

Second  class  postage  paid  at  San  Francisco,  California. 

PUBLISHED  monthly  except  February  and  August  at  622  - 47th 
Avenue.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121.  All  correspondence,  editorial 
and  subscription,  should  be  directed  to  this  San  Francisco  address. 
Deadline  for  copy  is  the  first  of  the  month  preceding  month  of  issue. 

SUBSCRIPTION  RATES:  $20.00  per  year  for  individuals, 
$16.00  per  year  for  group  subscriptions  through  Meetings.  $14.00 
per  year  for  a Student/Low  Income  subscription.  First  class  postage 
$5.20.  Foreign  postage  varies  as  to  countries;  write  editor  for  costs. 
Single  copies  $2.00  postpaid.  Monthly  Meetings  are  encouraged  to 
subscribe  for  all  their  members,  at  the  lower  rate.  Contributions 
beyond  subscription  price  are  welcomed  to  help  meet  actual  costs. 
All  contributions  are  tax  deductible;  receipts  sent  upon  request. 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  OFFICERS 
Presiding  Clerk:  Jane  Peers,  808  Melba  Rd.,  Encinitas,  CA  92024 
Assistant  Clerk:  Jane  Mills,  7899  St.  Helena  Rd.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95404 

Treasurers:  Virginia  and  Walter  Klein,  4509  Pavlov  Ave., 

San  Diego,  CA  92122 

NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  OFFICERS 
Presiding  Clerk:  John  Sullivan,  19401  - 131st  Ave.  SW,  Vashon, 
WA  98070 

Steering  Committee  Clerk:  Carol  Giantonio,  1520  Tyler  #5, 

Eugene,  OR  97402 

Treasurer:  Norman  Pasche,  6715  Olympic  Dr.,  Everett,  WA  98203 


INTERMOUNTAIN  YEARLY  MEETING  OFFICERS 
Presiding  Clerk:  La  Donna  Wallen,  525  E.  Alameda,  Tempe,  AZ 
85282 

Continuing  Committee  Clerk:  Tom  Carr,  1523  E.  Chilton  Dr., 
Tempe,  AZ  85283 

Treasurers:  Annette  Greenberg  & Cynthia  Smith,  453  E.  Center 
St.,  Moab,  UT  84532 


Table  of  Contents 


Editorial 

122 

Clearness 

by  Clare  Sinclair 

124 

Report  on  University  Meeting’s 
50th  Anniversary  Celebration 


by  Lois  Elkinton 

127 

Kiev’s  Children 

by  Kay  Anderson 

129 

Friends  for  300  Words 

by  Robert  Levering 

130 

So  CA  Quarterly  Meeting 
Report 

by  Beatrice  Miller 

131 

Letters 

131 

Book  Review 

132 

Announcements 

133 

Memorial  Minutes 

133 

On  Behalf  of  the  Children  of 
El  Salvador 

by  Carmen  Broz  134 


Printed  by  Inkworks  Press,  Berkeley,  CA 


Advertisements 


136 


PAGE  124  — APRIL  1991 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Clearness 

An  Address  to  Montana  Gathering  of 
Friends  1990 

by  Clare  Sinclair,  Heartland  Meeting,  MT  and 
1991-92  Brinton  Visitor 

My  searching  spirit  continues  to  resonate  to  the 
hymn,  "Spirit  of  God,  Descend  upon  My  Heart:  I ask 
no  dream,  no  prophet  ecstasies/No  sudden  rending  of 
the  veil  of  clay/No  angel  visitant,  no  opening  skies/ 
But  take  the  dimness  of  my  soul  away."  This  is  my 
prayer.  I believe  our  deepest  desire  as  modem  Friends 
of  Truth  is  for  the  restoration  of  our  spiritual  sight. 

I would  like  to  address  the  subject  of  Clearness  at 
three  levels  — clearness  in  our  personal  lives, 
clearness  in  the  life  of  our  Meeting  family,  and 
clearness  in  our  outreach  to  the  world.  These  are  not 
separate  aspects  but  interdependent. 

Clearness  in  Our  Personal  Lives 

To  see  requires  awareness  — total  awareness.  In 
an  insightful  article,  “Watch  the  Sky,”  by  Diane 
Ackerman,  I was  again  reminded  of  how  much  I miss 
because  I am  often  unaware.  She  says,  “The  sky  is  the 
one  visual  constant  in  all  our  lives,  a complex 
backdrop  to  our  every  venture,  thought  and  emotion. 
Yet  we  tend  to  think  of  it  as  invisible,  an  absence,  not 
a substance.  Though  we  move  through  air’s  glassy 
fathoms,  we  rarely  picture  it  as  the  thick  heavy  realm 
that  it  is.”  She  adds  that  the  sky  actually  begins  at  the 
earth.  We  walk  through  it,  yell  through  it,  walk  the 
dog  through  it.  It  is  the  bellows  of  our  lungs. 

Without  it  all  life  would  quickly  cease.  In  the  dark  of 
night  the  sky  with  its  stars  and  planets,  galaxies,  is 
certainly  not  empty.  It  is  filled  with  all  the  private 
dramas  — the  folk  lore  — of  humankind.  In  that  sky 
is  written  the  saga  of  civilization.  Without  awareness, 
we  see  just  the  absence,  not  the  substance. 

So  it  is  with  my  spiritual  eyes.  I need  to  be  fully 
awake,  fully  aware  if  I am  to  see  clearly.  Hie  essence 
of  Quakerism  is  an  immediate  awareness  of  the 
presence  of  the  Living  Spirit.  It  is  a personal 
experience  of  that  which  gives  life.  Some  call  it  the 
Light,  the  Seed,  God,  the  Christ,  the  Source.  The 
name  is  not  important  but  the  experience  is  essential. 

In  looking  at  my  own  search  for  clarity,  for  truth, 


there  have  been  some  “Friends  of  the  Spirit”  who 
have  illuminated  my  path.  Rufus  Jones  is  one.  I was 
fortunate  to  know  him  in  the  last  years  of  his  life  and 
the  following  story  he  told  continues  to  ring  true  for 
me: 

A visitor  on  the  Maine  coast  had  a noble 
impulse  to  start  a Sunday  School  on  one  of  the 
islands  lying  within  sight  of  his  summer 
habitat.  This  particular  island  was  a tiny  one, 
so  small  in  fact,  that  the  surrounding  ocean 
could  be  seen  from  every  part  of  it.  A few 
families  had  planted  themselves  on  its 
inhospitable  rocks  somewhat  as  the  local 
swallows  plant  their  adobe  nests  on  the  eaves 
of  the  farmers’  bams.  Here  among  the  scrubby 
trees  and  blueberry  bushes,  amid  boats  and 
nets  and  fish  and  lobster  pots,  in  the  undying 
noise  of  the  shingle  on  the  shore  and  the 
unceasing  break  and  tumble  of  the  surf,  the 
little  children  of  the  island  played  and  toiled. 
There  was  no  place  to  which  they  could  go 
where  they  could  escape  the  sea.  It  resounded 
in  their  ears  when  they  awoke  in  the  morning 
and  it  was  the  last  sound  they  heard  as  they 
dropped  off  to  sleep  at  night.  From  every  rock 
and  knoll  and  hillock  of  their  small  domain 
they  could  see  it,  taste  and  smell  its  salty  tang. 

It  was  the  almost  exclusive  source  of  their 
daily  food.  Their  first  adventure  and  their 
only  excursions  from  home  were  out  on  the 
swells  of  its  heaving  bosom. 

The  kindly  visitor  collected  all  the  children 
and  gathered  them  around  him  in  friendly 
fashion  for  their  first  lesson.  Before  he  tried  to 
tell  them  of  invisible  realities  he  thought  he 
would  begin  with  visible  and  familiar  things. 
“How  many  of  you,”  he  asked  “have  ever  seen 
the  Atlantic  Ocean?  Please  raise  you  hands 
the  way  I do,  for  I have  seen  it.”  To  his 
surprise  not  a hand  went  up.  They  looked 
stolidly  at  him,  not  knowing  in  the  least  what 
he  was  talking  about.  The  Atlantic  Ocean 
was  as  foreign  to  their  minds  as  the  South  Pole 
would  have  been  if  he  had  asked  how  many  of 
them  had  seen  that.  They  had  been  bom  by 
the  shore  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  they  had 
lived  by  it;  but  nobody  had  ever  named  it  to 
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them  before,  or  interpreted  it  to  their  minds. 

It  was  their  constant  environment,  and  yet 
they  had  never  once  discovered  that  there  was 
such  a thing  as  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  rolling  un- 
explored  in  front  of  their  eyes. 

I have  found  this  a parable  of  my  own  life.  So 
often  I am  not  aware  of  the  totality  of  the  spirit.  So 
often  I have  not  been  aware  that  this  little  island  of 
Spirit  over  which  I excercise  control  and  dominion,  is 
surrounded  by  an  inner  world  of  Spirit.  From  this 
inner  world  I draw  my  central  being.  To  this  world  I 
owe  all  the  functions  of  my  reason,  all  my  enjoyment 
of  beauty,  all  my  capacity  to  love,  all  my  certitude  of 
truth,  all  my  power  to  expand  life  in  ideal  directions, 
and  all  my  transcendant  hopes  and  faith.  To  see 
dimly  is  to  live  unaware  of  that  environing  Life  of  the 
Spirit. 

One  of  the  gifts  of  Quakerism  is  the  awareness  that 
we  are  called  to  live  in  both  the  inner  and  outer 
worlds.  We  are  indeed  amphibious  creatures  who  live 
in  the  work-a-day  world  and  yet  to  be  truly  alive,  we 
are  at  “home”  in  the  world  of  the  Spirit.  My  spiritual 
home  is  the  source  which  nourishes  me.  It  is  the  core 
of  my  very  being.  It  is  the  life-blood  which  makes 
living  creatively  in  the  work-a-day  world  possible. 

How  then  can  I become  totally  aware  of  that 
nourishing  Life  of  the  Spirit?  How  can  I see  clearly? 

Experience  in  meeting  for  worship  continues  to  let 
me  know  that  such  clarity  is  possible.  But  I have  not 
found  this  enough.  How  I long  to  know  with 
certitude  what  Meister  Eckhart,  the  14th  century 
truth-seeker,  knew  — “As  thou  art  in  church  or  cell, 
that  same  frame  of  mind  carry  out  into  the  world,  into 
its  turmoil  and  its  fitfulness.” 

Forty-eight  years  ago  I was  given  Thomas  Kelly’s 
Testament  of  Devotion.  I have  vacillated  between 
accepting  and  rejecting  this  gem  of  spiritual  advice. 
When  I have  taken  its  advice  and  actually  practiced 
the  presence  of  God  by  consciously  orienting  my  mind 
many  times  each  day  to  the  inflowing  spirit  of  life,  I 
find  my  heart  does  cease  to  be  a noisy  workshop. 

Peace  and  greater  clarity  are  mine.  My  actions 
become  more  thoughtful  and  caring.  I find  these 
habits  come  slowly.  Often  I forget.  So  I start  again 
and  again.  As  I waken,  I consciously  center  my 
thought  on  the  Light  which  shines  perpetually.  Then 


again  as  I close  my  eyes  in  sleep,  I turn  in  thankfulness 
and  feel  the  Presence  which  has  been  with  me  all  day. 
Words  may  be  helpful  to  some.  For  me,  just  a longing 
love  for  that  Presence  constitutes  prayer.  Our 
experiences  on  a personal  level  may  differ  but  such 
practice  does  bring  greater  clarity. 

Clearness  in  Meetings 

Let  us  consider  clearness  on  the  meeting  family 
level.  Historically,  Quakers  have  used  the  word 
“clearness”  to  refer  to  clearness  in  marriage  when  two 
members  of  a Monthly  Meeting  ask  to  be  married 
under  the  care  of  that  Meeting.  A committee  from 
the  Meeting  meets  with  the  couple  several  times  to 
spend  time  in  worship,  to  ask  some  caring  but  probing 
questions,  to  explore  issues  the  couple  might  not  have 
considered  and  to  let  the  couple  listen  anew  to 
themselves.  More  recently  we  have  expanded  this 
concept  to  clearness  committees  for  a multitude  of 
decisions  in  our  lives.  We  have  found  need  for 
clearness  in  relationships,  in  divorce,  in  abortion,  in 
making  decisions  of  employment  and  in  relocating. 

Basic  to  clearness  committee  work  is  the  realiza- 
tion that  we  cannot  know  another’s  truth.  We  seek 
to  ask  questions  which  might  remove  obstacles  and 
help  clarify  the  other’s  inner  light.  In  the  process  of 
clearness  there  is  a spiritual  conviction  that  in  each  of 
us  there  is  an  inner,  divine  light  which  can  give  the 
guidance  we  need  but  it  is  often  obscured  by  the 
immediacy  of  the  problem.  The  clearness  committee 
is  not  to  give  advice;  it  is  not  to  counsel,  nor  to 
provide  therapy  but  to  help  people  remove  obstacles 
and  discover  their  own  God-given  leadings  and 
callings  through  silence,  through  questioning,  through 
listening. 

The  person  desiring  clearness  initiates  the  process. 
It  is  helpful  if  this  person  writes  down  his  or  her  issues 
in  advance  of  the  meeting  and  gives  copies  of  the 
statement  to  members  of  the  committee  for  clearness. 

The  focus  person  chooses  the  committee.  Often 
four  to  six  Friends  are  asked  to  serve.  From  the 
committee  one  is  asked  to  clerk,  one  to  record.  The 
clerk  facilitates,  seeing  that  ample  time  is  given  for 
silence  and  that  all  members  of  the  committee  have 
opportunity  to  speak  if  desired.  The  function  of  the 
recording  clerk  is  to  make  notes  on  what  is  said,  notes 

(Continued  on  page  126) 
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(Clearness:  continued  from  page  125) 

that  will  help  the  person  retrieve  valuable  insights 

after  the  meeting  is  over. 

Silent  worship  opens  the  meeting  for  clearness. 
Then  the  person  who  is  seeking  clearness  reads  (or 
states)  the  issues.  Committee  members  then  limit 
themselves  to  asking  the  focus  person  questions  — 
authentic,  challenging,  open,  loving  questions.  No 
question,  however,  should  be  asked  to  satisfy  a 
committee  member’s  curiosity. 

Usually  the  person  seeking  clearness  responds  to 
the  questions  asked.  The  more  often  the  person  can 
answer  aloud,  the  more  material  the  committee  will 
have  to  work  with.  It  is  always  the  focus  person’s 
right  not  to  answer  the  questions.  Perhaps  the  process 
happening  within  the  person  is  more  important  than 
spoken  words. 

The  clearness  committee  is  not  a cure-all.  It  has 
its  dangers  and  can  be  exploited  by  manipulative 
individuals.  It  can  at  best  become  a means  of 
renewing  community,  of  freeing  people  with  problems 
from  their  isolation,  of  creating  new  channels  for  the 
spirit  of  God  to  move  with  grace  and  power  in  our 
midst. 

Clearness  committees  are  opportunities  for  the 
meeting  family  to  grow,  to  love  each  other  more 
deeply  as  we  enter  into  each  other’s  suffering. 

Meetings  for  Worship  and  Business  As  Clear - 
ness  Committees 

Allow  me  to  take  this  one  step  further.  Let  us 
consider  meeting  for  worship  and  meeting  for  business 
as  clearness  committees. 

In  worship  the  inner  promptings  of  the  spirit 
provide  the  caring  probing  questions.  At  times  vocal 
ministry  opens  avenues  of  light.  When  we  are  truly 
gathered  our  experience  of  the  Light  may  be  pro- 
found. In  silence  and  in  the  spoken  word  we  find  our 
conscience  quickened,  our  imagination  purged  by  the 
beauty  of  God,  our  minds  fed  by  the  truth  of  God,  our 
hearts  open  to  the  love  of  God.  We  see  in  others  the 
nature  of  God.  We  learn  from  others  the  character  of 
God.  We  commune  with  the  whole.  We  see  more 
clearly.  Such  meetings  for  worship  happen  when  we 
come  prepared.  When  we  come  with  the  precious 
moments  of  that  week  lived  on  both  levels  of  life  — 
having  kept  in  touch  with  the  Spirit  as  we  address  the 


demands  of  the  day.  We  rise  to  minister  when  the 
call  to  speak  is  clear. 

Have  you  ever  considered  meeting  for  business  as  a 
clearness  committee?  It  is  perhaps  our  best  opportu- 
nity to  practice  the  process  of  clearness.  Decisions 
made  in  the  Light,  through  unity,  become  new  truth. 
Silence  allows  for  probing  questions,  for  spiritual 
nudges  to  be  felt.  And  yet  we  often  miss  this 
opportunity.  We  excuse  ourselves,  thinking  we  will 
miss  only  the  “business  apsects”  of  the  life  of  the 
Meeting.  I must  confess  I become  irritated  with  those 
Friends  who  suggest  having  Meeting  for  Business  early 
in  our  gatherings  so  if  Friends  are  unable  to  come 
until  later  they  will  miss  only  the  business!  As  long  as 
this  is  our  attitude  we  will  remain  only  half  alive. 

This  is  our  opportunity  to  deal  with  the  nuts  and  bolts 
of  our  community  in  the  Light,  with  the  clarity  of  the 
Presence.  This  is  our  opportunity  to  live  fully  in  both 
our  worlds  — the  outer  and  the  inner.  I invite  each 
of  you  to  consider  your  involvement  in  the  business  of 
your  local  and  regional  meetings. 

Clearness  in  the  World 

And  clearness  in  our  world?  The  great  issues  of  our 
day  — racism,  hunger,  pollution,  the  death  penalty, 
drugs,  over-population,  economic  justice,  the  ozone 
layer,  oil  spills,  endangered  species,  abortion,  AIDS, 
militarism  — call  out  for  clearness.  The  polarizations 
of  these  issues  — “right  and  wrong,”  “black  and 
white,”  “us  and  them”  — are  so  fraught  with  emo- 
tions. I would  like  us  to  consider  how  Quakers,  who 
hold  that  there  is  that  of  God  in  everyone,  can  help 
our  world  find  clearness  on  these  vital  issues.  How 
can  we  become  part  of  a clearness  committee  for  our 
planet? 

Just  as  in  clearness  committees  at  our  local  level  it 
is  possible  for  us  (yes  for  us  — for  you,  for  me)  to 
become  manipulative,  to  try  to  force  our  views  on 
others,  to  remain  polarized  in  “right  and  wrong.”  This 
is  also  true  on  world  issues.  What  arrogance,  what 
lack  of  humility,  to  think  we,  the  Society  of  Friends, 
has  the  absolute  truth!  You  may  ask,  “Are  we  not 
called  upon  to  speak  truth  to  power?”  Yes,  we  are 
called  to  express  honestly,  truth  as  we  see  it,  yet  with 
firm  belief  in  God’s  continued  revelation.  Often  I see 
Friends  convinced  of  the  truth  of  a situation,  move 
directly  into  action  without  waiting  for  the  seasoning. 
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How  often  we  steer  away  from  dialogue  saying,  “It’s  no 
use.  Those  folks  are  too  set  in  their  ways.”  This  is 
utter  denial  of  our  faith. 

First  we  need  to  find  clearness  within  ourselves  and 
through  good  Quaker  process  find  clearness  in  our 
Meetings.  We  need  to  formulate,  with  integrity, 
questions  — honest,  caring  questions,  non-threaten- 
ing questions  which  may  lead  to  greater  clarity  in 
ourselves  as  well  as  in  those  who  hold  differing  views. 

I see  the  issue  of  abortion  becoming  more  and 
more  polarized  in  our  country.  I feel  distressed  at 
times  with  our  pro  and  anti  positions.  Certainly  this 
issue  raises  emotions.  I need  continually  to  listen  for 
the  still  small  voice  in  the  din  of  my  own  emotions 
and  that  of  those  around  me.  What  a challenge  this  is 
for  us.  Can  we  do  more  to  facilitate  dialogue?  Are 
you  and  I called  to  open  channels  of  Light,  not  to 
convert  others  to  our  truth,  but  together  to  come  to  a 
greater  clarity  and  love  for  one  another?  To  a greater 
understanding  of  the  issue  and  to  more  clearly  defined 
action? 

I came  away  from  the  Basel  Conference  on  Peace, 
Justice  and  Integrity  of  Creation  last  May  with  a 
profound  belief  in  the  sustaining  power  of  God.  Of 
the  120  religious  groups  represented,  many  had  been 
in  virtual  exile  behind  the  iron  curtain  for  more  than 
30  years  and  yet  their  faith  was  vibrant,  alive.  The 
Light  had  not  gone  out.  I am  not  speaking  only  of  the 
church  but  of  all  who  have  been  touched  by  the 
power  of  love  and  in  clarity  continue  to  act  on  it. 
Many  have  spent  years  in  prison  or  have  died  because 
of  their  faithfulness.  But  truth,  like  the  Phoenix,  rises 
from  the  ashes  of  the  fires  of  suffering  and  persecution. 

And  in  South  Africa?  No,  clarity  has  not  come 
but  the  water  is  less  muddy.  Call  it  a rise  in  con- 
sciousness. Call  it  the  triumph  of  good  over  evil.  Call 
it  a realization  that  black  and  white  must  live  together 
to  survive.  Whater  we  call  it,  the  reality  remains. 
Justice  is  surfacing  in  South  Africa.  Nelson  Mandela, 
imprisoned  for  27  years,  walked  out  into  the  world 
again  with  greater  clarity.  His  truth  is  more  profound. 
The  Light  has  not  gone  out. 

And  in  South  America:  Archbishop  Romero, 
died,  yes,  but  how  clearly  truth  shines  in  the  barios  of 
El  Salvador!  We  remember  the  many  dead  and  in 
prison  in  that  part  of  the  world.  We  seek  to  know  the 
truth  on  which  we  must  act  to  bring  true  liberty  to  the 


captives. 

Uttered  more  than  300  years  ago,  these  words 
continue  to  speak  to  us: 

“Trust,  dear  Friends,  the  promptings  of  love  and 
truth  in  your  hearts,  which  are  the  leadings  of  God. 
There  is  a light  in  each  of  us  that  shows  us  our 
darkness  and  brings  us  a new  life.” 


Report  on  University 
Meeting’s  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  Celebration 

by  Lois  Bennett  Scholl  Elkinton , Chairperson  for  the 
Celebration 

It  is  thrilling  to  remember  that,  from  a small  group 
of  ten  people  who  had  a vision,  University  Meeting 
has  grown  into  a Quarterly  Meeting  of  many  worship 
groups,  in  addition  to  the  Oregon  meetings  that  have 
sprung  up.  Charles  James  produced  a chart  showing 
the  various  Meetings. 

An  especially  valuable  part  of  the  celebration  was 
the  Open  House,  which  provided  the  opportunity  to 
renew  old  friendships.  We  were  most  fortunate  to 
have  in  our  midst  three  of  those  original  ten  people 
who  were  members  of  Friends  Memorial  Church  and 
dreamed  of  outreach  to  university  students  through  a 
student  residence,  a center  of  Friends’  activity,  and  a 
Meeting  for  worship.  They  were  Margaret  Terrell, 
Floyd  Schmoe,  and  Beatrice  Shipley  Crouse,  all  of 
whom  contributed  to  the  program. 

(Continued  on  page  128) 
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(Anniversary:  continued  from  page  127) 

There  were  fourteen  people  on  the  program,  each 
giving  a different  glimpse  of  what  has  gone  on  in  our 
Meeting  through  the  years.  Bill  Matchett  was  the 
program  emcee.  Margaret  Terrell  gave  a thumb  nail 
sketch  of  our  history  from  the  time  in  1907  that 
“missionaries”  were  sent  to  Seattle  by  Indiana  Yearly 
Meeting  and  a Meeting  House  was  provided  by  three 
philanthropists:  James  Hill,  builder  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railroad,  Eldridge  Stewart,  founder  of  the 
Carnation  Milk  Company,  and  Harvey  Lindley,  a 
prosperous  realtor.  Highlights  included:  Beatrice 
Shipley’s  arrival  from  Philadelphia  to  build  interest  in 
the  community  and  to  get  things  started;  purchase  of 
the  property  at  40th  and  15th,  across  from  the 
University  of  Washington  campus,  with  a large,  old 
house  that  was  used  as  a student  residence  and 
Meeting  House;  movement  from  being  a worship 
group  to  a Preparative  Meeting  to  a Monthly  Meeting 
(December  1,  1940);  building  of  a beautiful  Meeting 
House  of  Wilkinson  sandstone;  our  being  forced  to 
sell  to  the  University  as  it  expanded;  and  finding  the 
site  for  our  present  Meeting  House. 

Beatrice  Crouse  told  of  the  ground  work  she  laid, 
of  the  many  contacts  she  established. 

Charles  James  told  of  the  experience  he  and  Etta 
Marie  had  as  the  first  house  parents  and  described  the 
chart  of  the  Meeting’s  growth. 

My  contribution  was  to  tell  of  discovering  Quakers 
fifty-one  years  ago  when  I stayed  at  the  Friends  center 
as  a social  work  student  and  what  that  has  continued 
to  mean,  not  only  to  me,  but  to  my  children  and 
grandchildren. 

Floyd  traced  the  peace  efforts  of  Friends,  beginning 
with  his  experience  as  a conscientious  objector  (CO) 
during  World  War  I;  being  the  first  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  (AFSC)  Secretary;  his  experience 
with  the  relocation  of  Japanese- Americans;  and  his 
personal  project  of  building  houses  in  Hiroshima  and 
Korea. 

Elsa  Sherwin  was  unable  to  be  present  because  of 
illness,  but  Sally  Bryan  read  the  reminiscences  of  her 
work  on  the  Share  the  Food  Program  after  the  war  was 
over.  She  reported  that  the  project  of  sending  food 
packages  to  Europe  was  the  most  meaningful  experi- 
ence of  her  life.  One  very  exciting  coincidence  is  that 
a baby  fed  through  the  Quaker  program  later  became 


the  President  of  Czechoslovakia. 

Harold  Carson  told  of  his  service  as  AFSC  Secre- 
tary, especially  the  International  Relations  seminars, 
with  top  notch  speakers  being  brought  from  near  and 
far. 

Ward  Miles  gave  an  interesting,  humorous, 
account  of  the  struggles  in  getting  Meeting  clearance 
through  the  various  steps  necessary  to  acquire  and 
build  the  present  Meeting  House. 

Merlin  Rainwater  gave  a warm,  amusing  account 
of  how  it  was  to  grow  up  as  a child  in  the  Meeting, 
finding  ways  to  amuse  herself  as  she  sat  through  long 
meetings,  and  gradually  absorbing  the  idea  that  the 
Meeting  was  an  extension  of  her  family,  and  then  that 
she  was  part  of  the  whole  family  of  Man  with  respon- 
sibility toward  the  whole  world. 

Soren  Sorenson  read  a letter  from  Louise  Run- 
nings, reminiscing  about  the  Viet  Nam  period  and  the 
Meeting’s  involvement.  She  told  about  the  little 
known  “underground  railroad”  that  assisted  CO’s  in 
getting  to  Canada  during  the  Viet  Nam  war. 

Pablo  Stanfield  told  about  work  with  refugees, 
from  assisting  German  Jews  during  World  War  II  to 
giving  Central  American  refugees  sanctuary  in  recent 
years. 


University  Friends  Meeting  50th  Anniversary  potluck. 
Photo  by  Lois  Bennett  Scholl  Elkinton. 
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Peggy  Monroe  spoke  of  marriages  in  Meeting, 
beginning  with  the  marriage  of  Charles  and  Margue- 
rite DuBois  while  we  were  still  a Preparative  Meeting 
and  of  me  (then  Lois  Bennet)  to  Emmett  Scholl  after 
we  became  a Monthly  Meeting.  In  concluding,  Peggy 
noted  that  the  Meeting,  following  a period  of 
considerable  confusion  and  struggle,  now  blesses  same 
sex  relationships. 

There  was  an  especially  moving  moment  as 
Eleanor  Mathews  read  the  names  of  62  members  who 
have  passed  away  during  the  past  fifty  years. 

The  planned  program  ended  on  a light-hearted 
note  as  we  filed  out  in  a spiral  circle  beginning  with 
those  who  founded  the  Meeting,  joined  by  others  in 
order  of  their  decades  of  involvement  as  indicated  by 
colored  dots  on  their  name  tags. 

After  a bountiful  potluck  and  more  fellowship,  we 
again  gathered  in  a Meeting  for  Worship. 

We  of  University  Friends  Meeting  have  a lot  to 
celebrate  and  we  are  thankful.  But  there  are  continu- 
ous new  challenges.  May  we  face  them  with  the 
courage  and  vision  of  those  valiant  ten  who  ventured 
forth  from  Friends  Memorial  Church  many  years  ago. 

Kiev’s  Children 

by  Kay  Anderson , Clerk , East 'West  Relations 
Committee,  PYM 

During  the  Quaker  Peace  Tour’s  visit  to  friends  in 
Kiev,  we  have  heard  the  worries  about  Chernobyl  and 
felt  deep  concern  about  that  disaster.  During  a trip 
this  January,  I was  able  to  talk  at  length  with  a few 
families  about  their  experiences.  April  marks  the  fifth 
anniversary  of  the  nuclear  plant’s  meltdown  in 
Chernobyl. 

When  Ola  Karpilovskaya  was  two  years  old,  she 
was  given  a balloon  by  Edilith  Eckhart  (Humboldt 
Meeting)  as  she  was  playing  in  a Kiev  park.  Ola’s 
father  Andrew  then  began  the  first  conversation  of  his 
life  with  an  American.  It  was  a few  weeks  before 
Chernobyl.  Andrew  and  Ola’s  mother  Oksanna 
opened  their  home  to  visiting  Americans,  and  we 
Quakers  have  been  welcome  there  these  last  four 
years. 

Although  Ola  began  school  this  past  September  as 
a first  grader,  she  was  not  in  Kiev  in  January  and  has 


spent  the  last  few  months  living  with  her  grandpar- 
ents in  Cherkassy  (several  hundred  kilometers  south 
of  Kiev).  Fortunately,  they  are  both  doctors  and  can 
offer  Ola  the  type  of  medical  care  she  now  must  have. 

When  Chernobyl  occurred  on  April  26,  1986, 
Oksanna  was  employed  by  the  local  Communist 
Central  Committee  as  an  organizer  of  cultural  events, 
although  she  was  not  a Party  member.  She  heard 
about  Chernobyl  the  day  after  it  happened.  Party 
officials  were  told  that  nothing  dangerous  occurred 
and  that  there  was  no  reason  to  seed  panic.  In  fact,  it 
was  Oksanna ’s  job  to  organize  the  May  Day  Parade 
and  a long  early  May  Bicycle  Tour  throughout  the 
Ukraine.  She  was  not  permitted  to  leave  her  job  in 
order  to  take  Ola  out  of  Kiev. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  Ola  and  Oksanna  left  Kiev. 
When  Ola  was  checked  at  a medical  clinic,  her 
clothes,  thyroid  glands  and  lymph  nodes  were  “hot.” 
Doctors  recommended  that  she  stay  out  of  Kiev  for  at 
least  a year,  and  she  stayed  with  her  grandparents  that 
time. 

Ola’s  grandparents  and  other  medical  doctors 
believe  that  Ola’s  health  has  suffered  as  a result  of  her 
exposure  to  radiation  and  her  continuing  exposure  to 
the  food  and  water  available  in  Kiev. 

Ola  has  had  severe  sinus  and  adenoid  problems, 
and  will  have  an  adenoid  operation  as  soon  as  her 
grandparents  think  her  health  can  tolerate  an 
operation. 

Ola  has  been  diagnosed  with  a heart  condition 
similar  to  an  infectious  cardiopathy. 

Ola’s  health  was  hardy  as  a baby,  but  now  she 
requires  close  supervision  to  assure  that  she  gets 
adequate  sleep  and  proper  food  to  keep  her  healthy. 
Even  so,  she  is  frequently  ill  with  lingering  conditions. 

Roman  and  Vita  are  also  good  friends  of  Quakers. 
Vita  was  pregnant  with  their  son  Taras  when 
Chernobyl  occurred.  They  are  violinists  in  a 
symphony  orchestra  and  in  fact  Roman  was  scheduled 
for  a concert  the  day  after  Chernobyl  in  Pripiat  (the 
town  beside  the  reactor).  The  set-up  crew  had  gone 
ahead  and  were  turned  back  on  the  road,  and  told  a 
minor  accident  had  occurred  at  Chernobyl. 

Vita  was  concerned  about  her  job  and  the 
conductor  would  not  authorize  her  leaving  her  work 
early,  so  she  remained  two  weeks  in  Kiev  before  going 

(Continued  on  page  130) 
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(Kiev  Children:  continued  from  page  129) 
to  Kirovgrad  to  await  Taras’  birth.  Vita  says,  “God 
bless,  he  was  not  bom  with  any  abnormality,  but  has 
been  very  unhardy  and  is  often  sick  with  colds  and  flu 
when  he  lives  in  Kiev."  For  this  reason  Roman  and 
Vita  leave  Taras  longer  and  longer  periods  of  time 
with  her  parents  in  Kirovgrad. 

Val  and  Semen’s  daughter  Sonja  is  a charming  and 
accomplished  three  year  old.  She  also  suffers  from  as 
many  as  24  illnesses  a year.  Since  her  father  is  Jewish, 
they  are  considering  immigration  primarily  to  take 
Sonja  away  from  Kiev. 

Oksanna  is  pregnant  again  and  has  left  Kiev  for  the 
rest  of  her  pregnancy  and  the  new  baby’s  early 
months.  Their  doctor  says  the  fact  that  the  parents 
were  in  Kiev  when  Chernobyl  occurred  is  a significant 
health  factor  in  the  prognosis  for  a healthy  and  hardy 
baby.  A fuller  health  status  will  be  done  on  the  baby 
in  the  second  trimester  and  an  abortion  may  be 
considered  if  the  prognosis  is  very  negative. 

Vita  says  that  Oksanna  is  very  brave.  Vita  and  her 
friends  would  love  to  have  another  baby,  but  are  too 
fearful  and  discouraged  to  risk  another  birth.  Many  of 
the  children  of  Kiev  now  live  away  from  home  for 
significant  parts  of  the  year. 

These  three  young  families  reflect  the  deep  pain 
and  worry  of  the  people  of  Kiev  and  other  regions 


Olya  Karpilovskaya  by  Kay  Anderson,  San  Francisco  Meeting . 


close  to  or  down  wind  of  the  Chernobyl  catastrophe. 
They  are  deeply  despairing  of  their  own  future,  and 
feel  hopeless  that  any  improvement  is  possible  for 
their  permanently  damaged  environment. 

As  the  world  approaches  the  fifth  anniversary  of 
the  Chernobyl  tragedy,  it  is  becoming  clear  that  the 
impact  of  that  meltdown  have  been  severely  underes- 
timated. Ola,  Taras  and  Sonja  represent  all  the  future 
children  who  must  be  spared  the  destruction  of  their 
chance  for  healthy  lives  by  the  continued  use  and  de- 
velopment of  nuclear  energy  as  the  solution  to  the 
world’s  energy  shortage. 

Also,  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the  world’s 
medical  community  are  desperately  needed  to  assist  in 
seeking  ways  to  improve  the  current  tragic  reality  for 
Ola,  Taras  and  Sonja,  and  the  millions  of  other 
children  in  the  Soviet  Union  today  who  deserve  a 
better  chance  than  they  have  now  to  lead  normal 
lives.  Perhaps  the  World  Health  Organization  could 
be  funded  especially  to  lead  and  organize  the  medical 
effort  needed. 


All  We  Are  Saying  ... 

by  Robert  Levering , San  Francisco  Meeting 

(Along  with  six  other  Quakers  and  several 
hundred  others  — I was  arrested  for  blockading 
the  Federal  Building  in  San  Francisco  on  January 
17,  the  first  day  of  the  Persian  Gulf  war.  What 
follows  is  the  statement  I read  to  the  Municipal 
Court  judge  who  sentenced  me  to  10  hours  of 
community  work  for  my  act  of  civil  disobedience 
against  the  war.) 

When  I was  arrested  six  weeks  ago,  I thought  this 
war  was  unnecessary.  Instead  of  working  toward  a new 
world  order  and  using  economic  sanctions  to  reverse  a 
wrong  (Iraq’s  invasion  of  Kuwait),  the  United  States 
reverted  to  the  barbaric  method  of  war  — the  old 
world  order. 

Today  I realize  that  this  war  was  also  profoundly 
immoral.  This  week  we  saw  a new  definition  of  macho 
manhood  put  forth  when  our  country  launched  a 
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ground  war  against  an  “enemy”  that  was  desperately 
waving  a white  flag.  As  a child,  I was  always  taught 
that  you  should  not  hit  people  from  behind,  that  you 
should  not  kick  people  while  they  are  down,  that  it  is 
no  victory  to  win  against  a defenseless  foe.  Yet  we 
were  treated  to  the  spectacle  of  our  country’s  bombers 
and  artillery  being  aimed  at  soldiers  who  were  fleeing 
for  their  lives.  Thousands  of  human  beings  were 
slaughtered  this  way.  This  was  called  a great  military 
triumph,  apparently  a new  standard  of  manhood  for 
America’s  youth  to  emulate. 

I’m  embarrassed  to  be  an  American  this  week,  and 
it  makes  me  sick  to  the  stomach  to  realize  that  this 
war  will  cost  me  (and  other  average  taxpayers) 
somewhere  between  $500  and  $1,000.  That  money 
should  be  spent  to  feed  the  hungry,  shelter  the 
homeless,  and  seek  a cure  for  AIDS  instead  of  on 
smart  bombs  that  murder  sleeping  civilians  in  bomb 
shelters. 

I am,  however,  proud  that  I took  a stand  against 
this  senseless  war.  If  the  polls  are  correct,  our 
numbers  are  few.  But  we  are  right  because  we  are 
saying  that  there  are  better  ways  to  resolve  conflicts 
than  to  kill  people.  And  we  represent  the  only  hope 
for  a new  world  order  — one  that  suggests  that  might 
does  not  make  right,  that  violence  only  begets  more 
violence.  All  we  are  saying  is  give  peace  a chance! 

Considering  Faith  into  Action 

by  Beatrice  Miller , Reporter , So.  California 
Quarterly  Meeting 

Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting  enjoyed 
Mid -Winter  Fellowship  on  the  pleasant  grounds  of 
the  Presbyterian  Conference  Center  in  Pacific 
Palisades  over  the  weekend  of  February  15- 17.  Our 
theme  was  taken  from  this  summer’s  FWCC  World 
Conference:  In  Spirit  and  in  Truth:  Faith  Into 
Action.  Despite  the  grim  war  situation  oppressing  our 
spirits,  about  150  adults  and  children  participated 
with  joy  in  the  program. 

On  Friday  evening  four  of  the  delegates  to  the 
FWCC  conference,  three  from  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
(Jeanette  Norton  of  Orange  County  Meeting,  Jamie 
Newton  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting  and  Steve  Birdlebough 
of  Sacramento  Meeting)  and  Anne  Browning  of 


Southwest  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  Church,  voiced 
their  hopes  and  expectations  as  they  looked  forward 
to  meeting  with  Friends  from  many  parts  of  the  world. 

Two  hours  were  spent  each  morning  addressing 
queries  drawn  from  the  Study  Guide  for  the  world 
conference.  Some  of  us  were  in  traditional  Quaker 
Dialogue  groups  while  others  participated  in  Creative 
Workshops  in  painting,  clay  and  writing. 

Saturday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  a meeting  of 
the  Quarterly  Peace  and  Social  Order  Committee  as 
we  sought  to  express  and  share  our  faith  in  action. 

The  final  worship  on  Sunday  morning  was 
especially  deep  and  meaningful.  Several  voiced  the 
feeling  that  this  was  the  “best  Quarterly  ever.” 
Appreciation  was  expressed  to  the  Planning  Commit' 
tee  and  for  the  time  and  devotion  of  the  many  people 
who  cooperate  to  make  Quarterly  happen. 


Friends  Bulletin:  A Bond  Between  Us 

Dear  Editor , 

I herewith  send  our  new  list  of  subscribers  for 
Friends  Bulletin  for  this  year. 

We  of  San  Fernando  Friends  do  appreciate  and 
enjoy  Friends  Bulletin.  We  look  forward  to  its 
inspiration  and  thought-provoking  articles.  Since  it  is 
sent  to  all  members  and  attenders  it  is  a bond  between 
us. 

Thank  you. 

Peace  and  Love, 
Lois  Vincent,  Corresponding  Clerk 

On  Encouraging  Would-Be  Opinion  Makers 

Dear  Editor: 

I keep  hoping  that  Friends  testimonies  can  become 
strongly  influential  in  shaping  human  destiny.  That  is 
a difficult,  but  not  a forlorn,  hope.  So  I have  a plan. 
Please  forgive  me  for  writing  about  it  before  it  has 
been  fully  tested  at  Redwood  Forest  Meeting,  where  it 
was  launched  in  early  March.  Every  meeting  can 
do  it. 

We  have  a unique  historical  moment  before  us 
now  that  the  war  is  stopped  and  the  U.S.  is  in  a 

(Continued  on  page  132) 
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(Letters:  continued  from  page  131) 
be  led  to  say  their  peace  (piece)  as  widely  as  possible 
in  this  moment.  We  exhort  each  other  to  write 
letters,  and  we  often  feel  the  effort  is  futile  — our 
labors  hit  the  circular  files  in  the  offices  of  Congress; 
or  they  are  ignored  by  the  editor. 

I believe  we  can  do  better  than  we  presently  do  in 
this  department.  Congresspersons  read  the  letters 
that  are  published  in  the  local  paper.  These  letters 
also  become  the  subjects  of  editorials  and  Op-ed 
pieces.  Quality  counts,  as  well  as  numbers.  But  our 
letter-writing  table  at  Redwood  Forest  Meeting  draws 
only  a few  dedicated  souls  who  labor  in  their  lonely 
process  once  a month.  Many  of  us  find  the  task  too 
difficult.  So  we  keep  our  thoughts  and  ideas;  or  we 
spill  them  only  in  Meeting. 

The  process  we  at  RFM  are  now  embarking  on  is 
that  some  of  us  who  have  editing  skills  (many  of  us 
can  criticize  and  re-write)  are  offering  to  sit  with 
would-be  opinion  makers  (that’s  all  of  us,  from  time  to 
time)  every  First  Day  after  Meeting  for  Worship  from 
now  on.  We  will  discuss  and  edit  and  type  letters  that 
will  be  sent  that  week  to  the  local  paper.  We  hope 
that  a steady  stream  of  letters  signed  by  different 
people  will  emerge  from  this  process,  and  that  this  will 
illuminate  public  discussion  from  the  standpoint  of 
Friends  testimonies. 

We  hope  that  other  Friends  Meetings  will  see  this 
as  a fitting  activity,  and  will  do  the  same. 

Love , 
Robert  Schutz 


by  Qrace  Buzaljko,  Berkeley  Meeting 

Samuel  Bownas,  A Description  of  the  Quali- 
fications Necessary  to  a Qospel  Minister. 

Pendle  Hill  Publications,  Wallingford,  PA 
19086.  $8.50  plus  $1.50  shipping. 

Samuel  Bownas  is  not  a name  familiar  to  present- 
day  Quakers.  Born  in  1676  in  Westmoreland,  he  was 
the  son  of  first-generation  Quaker  parents.  His  father 
died  soon  after  his  birth,  and  the  boy’s  schooling 


ended  at  the  age  of  ten,  when  he  was  old  enough  to 
tend  sheep.  As  a youth  he  attended  Brigflatts 
Meeting  but  is  said  to  have  spent  most  of  his  time 
there  sleeping. 

At  twenty  Samuel  passed  through  a spiritual 
transformation  and  began  his  “infancy”  in  the  Quaker 
ministry.  Two  years  later,  he  set  off  on  foot  for 
Scotland  on  his  first  ministerial  journey.  Later  he 
traveled  in  England  and  Ireland  and  made  two 
extensive  trips  to  the  American  colonies.  Meanwhile, 
he  had  also  become  a respected  merchant. 

Much  of  Bownas’  speaking  in  Meetings  was 
devoted  to  the  nurture  and  counseling  of  younger 
Friends  who  also  felt  called  to  the  ministry.  This 
slender  book  is  the  distillation  of  his  message  to  them, 
first  published  in  1750,  near  the  end  of  his  life.  The 
text  is  preceded  by  an  informative  introduction  by 
William  P.  Taber,  Jr.,  who  reminds  us  that  during  this 
period  most  of  those  who  spoke  in  Meetings  for 
Worship  were  recorded  ministers  or  those  moving 
toward  that  state. 

Bownas  writes  of  sanctification  as  a first  qualifica- 
tion for  the  ministry,  by  which  he  means  examining 
one’s  heart  with  care,  of  living  a life  of  faith,  of 
preparation.  Next  he  writes  of  inspiration  by  the 
Spirit,  “which  searcheth  all  things,  yea,  the  deep 
things  of  God.”  Throughout,  he  quotes  from  the 
Bible,  that  rich  tradition  which  we  today  have  scant 
knowledge  of.  The  author  and  his  modern  editor 
have  provided  marginal  citations  so  that  we  may  read 
the  larger  context  of  these  passages. 

Bownas  writes  of  a young  minister’s  first  travels, 
“among  strange  Friends  and  faces”  and  “under  great 
fears  and  doubts  how  thee  shall  come  off.”  He 
describes  the  process  of  gentle  eldering  by  one’s  fellow 
members,  which  is  “designed  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  . . . and  not  in  any  prejudice  to  thee.” 

Qualifications  is  a book  that  connects  us  with  our 
spiritual  roots.  With  today’s  renewed  interest  in  the 
Quaker  ministry,  let  us  hope  that  Pendle  Hill  and  the 
Tract  Association  of  Friends  will  consider  reissuing 
Bownas’  Journal  as  a companion  volume. 
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Announcements 

Honolulu  Meeting  Booklet  Offered 

Honolulu  Meeting  is  offering  for  sale  a booklet, 
Planning  Ahead:  Meeting  Our  Responsibilities  When 
Death  Occurs.  Interested  Friends  may  order  a copy  by 
writing  Honolulu  Friends  Meeting,  2426  Oahu  Ave., 
Honolulu,  HI  96822  and  enclosing  $3.00  per  copy 
plus  $1.00  for  mailing  costs.  Many  have  found  this 
booklet  helpful.  It  includes  in  its  appendix  samples  of 
Living  Wills  and  Durable  Power  of  Attorney  for 
health  care  and  a Living  Trust. 

The  Annual  John  Woolman  School 
Workcamps 

The  workcamps  on  the  Nevada  City  campus  of 
John  Woolman  School  are  just  that:  real  work  to 
improve  or  repair  the  school,  real  camping  under  the 
stars  or  in  your  tent.  And  you’ll  find  excellent 
company,  time  to  relax  and  play,  good  food,  and  a 
sense  of  great  accomplishment  from  very  visible 
progress.  The  site  is  wooded,  the  air  clear,  the  pond 
cool  in  the  warm  afternoons.  Nearby  rivers  and 
scenic  spots  also  lure  campers  after  work. 

1991  - Camp  I - June  23  through  June  30 
1991  - Camp  II  - June  30  through  July  7 
For  applications  and  information  call: 

Larry  Perry  (415)  843-3803  or  Vanita  Blum  (415) 
526-7465  or  write  Vanita  Blum,  911  Pomona  St., 
Albany,  CA  94706. 

FWCC  Associate  Secretary 

Based  in  FWCC  World  Office  in  London,  UK, 
beginning  early  1992.  Requires  sensitivity  to  Friends 
of  different  cultures  around  the  world,  fluency  in 
spoken  and  written  English.  Duties  include  responsi- 
bility for  FWCC  World  Office  publications,  confer- 
ence administration  and  travel  with  specific  emphasis 
on  interpretation  of  FWCC. 

Details  from  and  letter  of  application  to: 

Search  Committee,  FWCC,  Drayton  House 
30  Gordon  Street,  London,  WC1H  OAX,  U.K. 
Include  curriculum  vitae  and  names,  addresses  and 
telephone  numbers  of  two  referees.  Closing  date  to 
receive  applications  is  25  May,  1991. 


9th  Pacific  Northwest  Gathering  of 
Lesbian  <&.  Gay  Friends 
(Cabrini  Retreat) 

1991 

Weaving  the  Tapestry  of  Community 
Weekend  of  5/31  - 6/2/91 
Camp  Sealth,  Vashon  Island  near  Seattle,  USA 
Sexual  minorities  from  Quaker  Meetings,  their 
partners  and  minor  children  are  invited.  A limited 
number  of  openings  for  sympathetic  and  supportive 
straight  Friends  are  available. 


Memorial  Minutes 

John  Culpepper  Plott 

John  Plott,  74,  of  Honolulu,  Hawai’i  died  peace- 
fully at  home  August  2,  1990.  John  was  bom  January 
10,  1916  in  Chickasha,  Oklahoma.  He  grew  up  in  a 
family  that  prided  themselves  as  American  patriots. 
John  found  himself  “marching  to  a different  drum- 
mer.” When  he  entered  the  University  of  Oklahoma 
he  refused  to  enter  the  R.O.T.C.  From  then  on  he 
was  a lifelong  pacifist  whose  patriotism  was  for  the 
global  community. 

Following  graduation  John  immersed  himself  in 
religious  studies  at  Bracebridge,  Ontario,  Canada.  In 
1941,  he  entered  Civilian  Public  Service  as  a 
conscientious  objector  to  war.  Later  he  studied  in 
India  earning  an  M.A.  degree  in  1952  and  a Ph.D.  in 
1956.  He  worked  his  way  back  to  the  U.S.  as 
deckhand  on  a freighter.  From  1956-65  he  did  post- 
doctoral research  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma, 
University  of  Chicago,  Northwestern  University, 
University  of  Michigan  and  the  University  of  Hawai’i. 
John  Plott  joined  the  faculty  of  Marshall  University, 
Department  of  Philosophy,  at  Huntington,  West 
Virginia  in  1965.  He  took  a leave  in  1968-69  to  teach 
with  Chapman  College  Campus  Afloat.  He  published 
many  journals  and  books  but  his  major  project  was  the 
writing  of  A Global  History  of  Philosophy , of  which  five 
volumes  have  been  published  bringing  the  history  up 
to  1350.  John  was  truly  a citizen  of  the  world  who 

(Continued  on  page  134) 
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(Memorial  Minutes:  continued  from  page  133 ) 
lived  in  the  spirit  of  a universal  God.  He  joined  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  on  February  13,  1983. 

For  him,  Honolulu  Friends  Meeting  was  a community 
in  which  he  could  think  globally  and  act  locally.  A 
Memorial  Meeting  was  held  for  John  Plott  at  the 
Honolulu  Friends  Meeting  House  on  August  29,  1990. 
He  is  survived  by  a sister,  Lola  Belle  Schiedel  and 
brother,  William  C.  Plott,  both  of  Florida. 

Isabel  Smith 

For  many  of  us  there  is  now  a space  in  Claremont 
Friends  Meeting  that  can’t  be  filled.  Isabel  Fothergill 
Smith,  the  last  of  our  founding  members,  died 
September  16,  1990,  age  99.  Her  early  experience  was 
in  the  Unitarian  Church,  but  in  her  mid-forties  she 
joined  the  Society  of  Friends.  She  has  told  us  that  she 
did  not  have  a major  conversion  experience,  but  came 
to  realize  that  she  had  “become  a Quaker  through  os- 
mosis.” In  1941,  a few  years  after  becoming  a 
member,  she  and  two  other  Friends  founded  a Wider 
Quaker  Fellowship  in  Claremont  which  in  1953 
became  Claremont  Friends  Meeting. 

When  our  Meeting  built  its  meetinghouse,  Isabel 
planned  all  the  landscaping  and  selected  plantings 
which  received  her  continued  care.  She  remained  an 
active  member  of  the  Property  Committee  for  many 
years.  She  served  frequently  on  the  Committee  for 
Ministry  and  Counsel,  and  nurtured  the  life  of  the 
Meeting  by  collecting  materials  for  a retreat  and  for 
discussion  on  Ministry.  Many  Friends  have  appreci- 
ated her  wonderful  poems,  her  pamphlet,  “A  Quaker’s 
Use  of  Silence,"  and  “An  Invitation,"  the  card  we  use 
to  greet  visitors  to  the  Meeting. 

Born  in  Colorado  in  November  1890,  she  went  to 
the  east  coast  for  her  higher  education,  receiving  her 
bachelor’s,  master’s  and  Ph.D.  in  geology  from  Bryn 
Mawr  College.  She  studied  under  Florence  Bascom, 
the  first  woman  to  receive  a Ph.D.  in  geology  in  the 
United  States,  and  later  wrote  about  her  in  The  Stone 
Lady,  published  in  1981.  Most  of  her  professional 
career  was  at  Scripps  College  in  Claremont,  where  she 
served  for  several  years  as  dean.  In  later  years  she 
became  Professor  of  Geology  and  History  of  Science. 
Scripps  College  honored  her  in  1979  by  establishing 
the  Isabel  Fothergill  Smith  Scholarship  Fund  to 
celebrate  her  influence  on  the  college  and  its 


students. 

Isabel’s  life  was  full  of  joy  and  she  shared  that  joy 
with  all  who  knew  her.  During  all  her  years  in  this 
Meeting,  we  knew  Isabel  as  a person  who  lived  her 
beliefs  on  a day  to  day  basis,  saying  little  but  demon- 
strating her  spirit  in  action.  She  was  always  close  to 
our  Meeting,  and  her  spirit  was  deeply  felt  among  us 
during  the  joyous  Memorial  Meeting  which  celebrated 
her  life. 

Gladys  Gates 

Gladys  Gates  was  a regular  attender  of  the 
Morongo  Basin  Friends  Worship  Group  from  1980 
until  her  death  on  October  12,  1990  in  her  home  in 
Yucca  Valley,  CA.  Her  contribution  was  valued,  and 
Friends  appreciated  her  intellectual  honesty  and 
independent  spirit.  Born  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 
on  February  28,  1905,  she  began  her  religious  life  in  a 
Lutheran  Church.  She  later  joined  the  B’Hai  faith 
with  her  husband,  Harold  Gates.  Always  active  in 
the  B’Hai  faith,  she  also  attended  the  Morongo  Basin 
Friends  Worship  Group.  Gladys  believed  in  peaceful 
solution  to  conflict,  in  world  order,  in  equality  among 
people.  She  was  a worker  in  the  community,  active  in 
conservation,  peace,  education  and  international 
understanding. 

Gladys  was  socially  skilled,  a good  bridge  player 
and  in  earlier  years  an  active  golf  player  and  swimmer. 
Gladys  had  no  children  but  was  much  loved  by  her 
nieces  and  nephews,  some  of  whom  stayed  at  her 
home  during  their  growing  years. 

On  Behalf  of  the  Children  of 
El  Salvador: 

An  Appeal  for  Funds 

Dear  Friends: 

After  a year’s  residency  in  El  Salvador  I am  back  in 
the  Bay  Area  to  visit  friends  and  relatives,  to  thank  all 
those  who  made  possible  the  establishment  of  a model 
day  care  center  in  San  Salvador,  and  to  remind  all  of 
you  that  El  Salvador  continues  bleeding.  Die  Bush 
Administration  is  undermining  the  negotiation 
process  by  sending  new  planes  and  helicopters  and  by 
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Salvadorean  children  at  day  care  center  in  San  Salvador . 
Photo  by  Carmen  Broz , Palo  Alto  Meeting. 

reinstating  the  military  aid  that  Congress  had  withe  Id 
until  the  Jesuits’  case  was  resolved.  The  message  as 
interpreted  by  the  military  and  the  Christiane 
government  was  that  human  rights  crimes  can  go 
unpunished,  and  that  the  U.S.  believes  in  a military 
solution  to  the  centuries-old  problems  of  El  Salvador. 
A few  days  after  the  new  planes  and  helicopters 
arrived,  the  savage  assassination  of  15  peasants  on  the 
outskirts  of  San  Salvador  took  place.  Tutela  Legal,  a 
Catholic  church  human  rights  watch-dog  organiza- 
tion, accused  the  First  Brigade  of  being  responsible  for 
this  savage  killing.  A few  days  later,  Diario  Latino,  the 
only  paper  that  dared  to  voice  the  concerns  of  the 
opposition  parties  was  burned.  The  brutal  and  forced 
recruitment  in  the  poor  barrios  continues.  Two 
candidates  of  the  Union  Democratica  Nacional  were 
assassinated.  Cuidad  Segtmdo  Montes,  one  of  the 
largest  repatriated  communities  and  one  offering  an 
alternative  economic  solution  to  the  problems  of  the 
poor,  is  continuously  being  harassed  by  Colonel  Oscar 
Leon  Linares.  During  1990  through  January  1991,  he 


ordered  the  capture  of  more  than  30  members  of  the 
community.  He  does  not  allow  visitors  or  supplies  to 
enter  the  community. 

As  you  can  see,  the  needs  in  El  Salvador  are 
immense.  I have  chosen  to  put  most  of  my  efforts  and 
all  of  your  contributions  in  children.  I see  the  day 
care  centers  not  only  as  the  means  to  free  mothers  to 
work  and  older  siblings  to  attend  school,  but  as  a 
unique  opportunity  to  improve  the  health,  nutrition 
and  education  of  the  children  and  parents.  Some  of 
your  contributions  will  go  to  the  Hogares  Infantiles 
Comunitarios  of  which  there  are  four.  Two  are  already 
functioning  and  two  more  are  being  built.  (The 
picture  included  is  from  one  of  the  existing  Hogares.) 
The  four  day  care  centers  are  coordinated,  supervised 
and  administered  by  the  priest  from  San  Luis  Gonzaga 
Parish  in  the  district  of  Mariona,  by  a nun  from  the 
same  parish  and  by  a 5 member  directive  from  the 
community.  To  fund  the  whole  project  we  would 
need  about  $69,000.  I am  proposing  that  we  commit 
ourselves  to  pay  5 care-givers  monthly  salaries  of 
$75.00  each.  We  already  contributed  to  the  Hogares 
$1,000.00  to  cover  some  gross  needs  such  as  water 
tanks,  sinks  to  wash  dishes  and  bathe  children,  hoses 
to  bring  the  water  to  the  tanks,  metallic  mesh  to 
cover  windows  and  keep  mosquitos  out,  a few  pots  and 
pans.  When  I return  at  the  end  of  May,  I will  be 
taking  with  me  porta  cribs,  play  pens,  educational 
materials,  toys,  cooking  utensils,  silverware.  If  you 
live  in  the  Bay  area  and  have  some  of  these  items  to 
donate,  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (415)  589-2331.  Your 
money  donations  should  go  to  Palo  Alto  Friends 
Meeting/El  Salvador  Project,  957  Colorado  Ave.,  Palo 
Alto,  CA  94306. 

The  other  project  is  a Montessori  pre-school  that  I 
will  host  in  my  house.  At  the  end  of  a year  it  will  go 
to  El  Hogar  del  Nino  en  San  Ramon.  This  project  will 
need  funds  to  pay  a teacher’s  salary  of  $125.00  per 
month,  $200.00  for  food  and  incidental  needs  and 
about  $800.00  to  furnish  and  equip  the  pre-school. 

My  old  Lomita  Park  School  in  Millbrae  donated  some 
beautiful  Montessori  material  that  will  need  to  be 
adapted  to  Spanish. 

It  is  good  to  share  this  information  with  all  of  you 
and  to  know  that,  thanks  to  your  concern,  more  than 
200  Salvadorean  children  will  be  given  a better 
chance  to  survive  the  bitter  inheritance  of  such  a long 
armed  conflict. 

With  gratitude, 
Carmen  M.  Broz 
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Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the 
beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per  word. 
Minimum  charge  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL 
ADS  MUST  BE  PREPAID,  payment  accompany- 
ing copy.  Graphic  services  available  through 
Friends  Bulletin.  Write  for  an  estimate.  Send  for 
information  sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and 
mechanical  requirements.  Copy  deadline:  45 
days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of  advertise- 
ments does  not  imply  endorsement  by  Friends 
Bulletin. 

WORKCAMP  FOR  YOUNG  FRIENDS  IN  THE 
SOVIET  UNION,  sponsored  by  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting.  If  you  are  sixteen  or  older,  you  are 
eligible  to  join  a team  of  young  Soviets  and 
American  Friends  who  will  be  excavating  a 
monastery  in  Suzdal,  an  ancient  Russian  city, 
from  July  1 1 - August  4.  The  program  includes  a 
two-day  trip  to  Moscow,  visits  to  schools,  musical 
events,  swimming,  hiking,  and  parties.  Approxi- 
mate cost:  $1990  to  and  from  JFK  airport.  (Schol- 
arship aid  available.)  For  more  information, 
contact:  Anthony  Manousos,  1446  E.  Ralston 
Ave.,  San  Bernardino,  CA  92404  (712)  883-1310. 

VACATION  RENTAL  — Kaua  i,  HI  — delightful 
cottages  — peace,  palms,  paradise.  $75/night. 
(808)  822-2321. 

FIFTH  ANNUAL  QUAKER  PEACE  TOUR  TO 
THE  SOVIET  UNION  and  CSCE  Human  Rights 
Conference  in  Moscow.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
offers  a unique  opportunity  to  see  Kiev,  Moscow, 
Leningrad  and  Riga,  meet  the  people  in  their 
homes,  work  with  grass  roots  groups.  August 
28  - September  1 7,  1 991 . Contact  Julie  Harlow, 
(916)  753-6826,  1163  Auburn  Dr.,  Davis,  CA 
95616. 

WASHINGTON  D.C.  VISIT?  Simple,  low-cost 
lodging  for  individuals  and  groups.  Seminar 
planning  available.  Quaker  center  on  Capitol  Hill: 
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William  Penn  House,  515  E.  Capitol  St.  SE, 
Washington,  D.C.  20003,  (202)  543-5560. 


Retreat  Director  Sought 

Northern  CA  Findhorn-inspired  retreat  (guest  ca- 
pacity of  1 00+,  staff  of  15,  $225,000  budget), 
seeks  experienced,  dedicated  director  comfort- 
able with  living/working  intensely,  financial  man- 
agement, creative  personnel  systems,  consen- 
sus-based decisions  involving  staff,  program 
development,  ecological-spiritual-nature  orien- 
tation, & right  livelihood  for  3-5  year  commitment. 
Salary  $800  + housing  & fabulous  meals  pro- 
vided equates  to  $1350  monthly  value.  Shenoa 
Retreat  Center,  P.O.  Box  43,  Philo,  CA  95466, 
(707)  895-3156. 


Benefit  for  FCL  & FCNL 

Bernina  830  portable  sewing  machine, 
excellent  condition,  embroiders,  darns,  makes 
buttonholes  & monograms.  $500  — $250  to 
FCL  & $250  to  FCNL.  Call  (415)  387-5846. 


